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IMPORTANT MANUAL INFORMATION 

Welcome to DOXA!  This manual is designed for all skill levels so there may 
be  information  that is a little above your skill level or some information that 
seems repetitive. Because of this PLEASE read through the entire manual so 
that you can  become  familiar  with this manual  and  ask  any  questions  
prior to  your departure. 
 
Remember that there are over a million ways to build this house. It is more 
important to focus on engaging with your team and connecting with the 
family you are building for. As a leader consider emphasizing inclusion of 
everyone regardless of skill level. This manual represents some best 
practices that we have compiled over the many years of building and the 
helpful feedback from groups. This manual will help to guide you to provide a 
quality home for a family while building relationships on the site. 
 
Toolkits can be supplied by DOXA. Make sure to contact DOXA prior to 
your trip if you would like us to supply your toolkit. 
 

 
QUICK TIPS FOR NAVIGATING THIS MANUAL 
 
1. We recommend printing out one color copy for each house site as details 
can be lost in B&W editions. 

 
2. This  manual is full  of instructional diagrams.  Some  of these diagrams  
fall before or after the related instructional step in the manual.  Always flip 
a few  pages ahead to make  sure you are not missing a critical diagram.  
PAGE 5 lists all the diagrams, which can be used to quickly reference a 
specific one. 

 
3. Materials for the houses are assigned to a house kit so PLEASE follow the 
inventory lists on PAGES 6 & 7 so that all groups have enough materials 
for their build. 

 
4. PAGES 42 & 43 have photo descriptions of the hardware used in building 
the house, which can be helpful to identify parts that may be unfamiliar. 

 
5. Most steps are sequential, but there are a few that can be done at the 
same time or out of order.  Painting is one of these steps that can be done 
earlier  on even though  it does not show  up in the manual until  PAGE 38 
under FINISHING TOUCHES.  This  is another reason why  it is helpful  to 
read through this manual before starting to build. 
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IMPORTANT MANUAL INFORMATION 

 
SETTING UP & ORGANIZING YOUR SITE 
 
Many of the sites we work on are tight so keeping an organized site is 
important for safety. An organized site will also help you to build more 
efficiently and keep track of all your materials and tools. Here are a few tips: 
 
1. On Day #1 designate an area for tools, an area for materials, an area for 
personal items, setup a trash bag location, first aid box location and a water/
food station. Revisit these designated areas each day as your site will change 
as the house is built. 

 
2. When cutting materials make sure to label the material length with pencil in 
large numbers. This will allow you to organize according to size and keep track 
of your cut materials. 

 
3. Keep your tools clean and in their designate area. After using paint 
brushes and rollers wash out the tools with water, wrap in plastic or put in a 
bucket of water so brushes and rollers do not dry up in the hot sun and can be 
used throughout the week. You can use two different buckets of water, one for 
white trim and one for your siding color. 

 
4. Use one of your brooms to keep the slab clean throughout the week and then 
save one new unused broom as a gift for your family at the end of the week. 

 
GUIDING PEOPLE ON HOW TO RECEIVE A HOUSE 
 
Occasionally, other families or individuals may approach you on the worksite 
and inquire as to how they can apply for a house of their own. If this occurs, 
simply connect them with the family that youôre building for as they can relay all 
the necessary information. All interested families need to apply through DOXA.   
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